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One summer day a friend and I were

driving over the h lis In the deep green soli¬
tudes of a New England parish, where
abandoned farms were numerous and neigh¬
bors scattered.
Suddenly my companion uttei >d a rap¬

turous exclamation.
"Look. oh, look! See that quilt spread on

the rati fence near those hen coops! 1
wonder If that woman would s*ll it! Oh,
¦what a -beauty!"
Appreciation of old quilts, old china, old

mahogany an J all the rest is a cult. 1
have not mastered it, but X never quarrel ,|
with those who have. I held the horse
white my friend nterviewed the quilt's

itly I was called from theowner. P
doorstep.
"Come In. There is a sugar bowl

here In the loveliest copper luster! Leave
the ponv. He wilt stand."
Hi did s an>f unt.l the bargaining for

quilt and sugaT' bowl was completed.
As I have r.i d. knowledge of old china

nnd mahogany is a cult! Some have learn¬
ed It. Soir.c have not. Hut. owing to its
hold on the f> min ne public, it has created
a new trade, and the oid farm' Leads of the
country have been searched and gleaned,
and too often their treasures have been
bought f'>r a snng and sold for a fortune.

I c in under.--: nd love and reverence /or
furniture an.i dishes which have been In
one's family for generations, handed down
from mother to daughter, and from father
to on. ,\r. old clock which has ticked faith¬
fully and se-idlly In one household during
he changi .1 of 'Jt> > years is an htlrioojn to
se prized, no matter how uglj an article It
may be In Itself.
A rn.vhoK'iny table at which one's great-

?n at-grav t nuitl.er poured tea is a posses¬
sion to he tenderly cherished. So with
. ina. If it be Ci awned Derby or Wedge-
wood, or copper luster, and women of the
>.ime blood and 11th'age have owned .t since
colonial days they are n >t to blame for
considering it a3 a thing of wiilcli they may
Viast.
Apart from family associations. I am

>n.>ug'u of a Pi i'l -tine to prefer examining
flegant survivals which have a large com-
ne:vial v iluc when they are safe behind
il.i doors In i museum, or when tlv y stand
s' ii halls where historlca collections
ire in '.Uc ct;s' ly of a curator. T don't I
want them in my home, however well they

ired. I*or chairs and tables that are
«>!d I do not care. If they have- be-

i'V.g-il 'i somebody e'se they are nothing
to me. I would l>e quite as contented with

I .pv ci something antique as w th
th antique thing it.«elf were I given the

lally for the reason that

iro

pri >'ly
everyd iv h.une life br ngs burdens and
ear s enough without stupidly adding to
them responsibilities which one need not
carry.
AVh.it we really want of a cha r is solid¬

ity. respectability and comfort. Perish tho
though
Ini? s
that a;
shoui'i
books.
Hat sur
lie elaborately .rved It will need time and
pftlofl to keep it in decent order, for, while
carving is beautiful when immaculate, it is
no

of spider-legged chairs and totter-
is and J :n-cracks of every kind
a traps for the unwary. A table
be large enough to hold papers,
riamp i r what-not; should have a.
'ace and gvod legs of its own. if It

u:r;
uitifnl when digged with dust and
Whether a table be of oak, pine, wal¬

nut it mahogany is a matter of Indiffer¬
ence if it harmonise with the re.-t of one's
furniture and meet the uses of a table.
Tht peculiar beauty of mahogany is in its
.Jeep wine c .i >r and Its capability of retain¬
ing polish. The older it is and the more
p'il -h it lias h..d the m< re pleading it Is to
t! c eye of the notable housekeeper.
In the south in ante-bellum days there

w cs a good deal of old mahogany that had
come down in families, sum: of it imported
from the old heme beyond the sea, and it
* as kept in perfect condition by the daily
rubbing of the house servants. The air of
stability, comfort and leisure in those lovely

rn homes was in entire contrast with
f a cluttered modern drawing room,
there is a chaotic med-ley of all sorts

of one period, some of an-
,em , ur ha«ed without the i

ie general effect. It must
dniitted that the taste of
holder is a little doubtful,
ideal of house furnishing
of simplicity and utility.
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TRUE D1

ROBT P!Ni<:1?T0M PIMKLP^ON

The Destruction
of the Renos

TDK first and probably the-most
daring band of train robbers that
ever operated in the I'nited Slates
was the notorious ft' '..o i;aug, an

association of desperaU outlaws
¦w!*). in ' y irs Immediately following
the war. committed crimes without number
in Missouri and Indiana. u::d fo s^ire years
terrorl sed sev. ral c ujntles in the region
about Seymour in the list-named state.

The leaders of this band were four broth¬
ers, John, Frack. "Sim" sr.J William Heno,
who rivaled ore another In a spirit of law¬
lessness that in' st have been born in their
blood through thi union of a hardy Swiss
emigrant with a woman sprung from the

Pennsylvania J>iUch. Of the six children
from this marriage only one escaped the
restless, law-despising tain, that made the
others desoerate characters.
During the war the Renos had become

notorious as bounty-Jumpers; and at its
close, with n tine scorn for the ways of
commonplace industry, these fierce-hearted,
flashing young fellows cast about for fur¬
ther means of excitement and opportunities
to make an easy living- Beginning their
operations In a /mall way with housebreak¬
ing and store robberies, they soon proved
themselves so successful in their coujik that
they quickly extended their Held until, In
the I arty part of 1SWJ, they had placed a
wregion under contribution, setting all
forms of law at defiance.
J >nn Kt no and Frank Reno, the elder

brothers, »>re at this time the dominating
spirits of tl.e band, and they soon asso¬
ciated with them several of the most skill¬
ful and notorious counterfeiters and saJo
burglars in the o-mtry, among these be¬
ing PetOr McCartney. James and Robert
Ritte: house. George McKay. John l)e m.
alias "California .Yeise," and William Hop¬
kins. The Reno intluem c made Itst-if felt
even In loc:iI p "iltics, corrupt officials being
elected it the instigation of the outlaws, so
that their conviction became practically
Impossible
The Renos, toward the «nd of IStffl. began

a series of tra n robber e;! which were car¬
ried out with such perfection of orginlzn-
tlon. such amazing coolo ;ss and such uni¬
form - ? ss ,:s to attract national atten¬
tion. The first of tiiese robberies took place
on the '>hio snd Mississippi railroad, being
accomplished by only four men. Frank and
Johr. Reno, assisted by William Sparks and
Charb s Oerroll. Other train jobbe ries fol¬
lowed !n quick succession.
Put while indulging In It* own acts of ou'-

lawr" the Rti n und strcnuouM;- objected
to rv.y rivalry or competition or. the part
ofotler highwaymen. A train robbery wan
perpetrated on the JefTersonvlile ra'.iroad
early In IS1" The Renos had no connec¬
tion with this robbery. Ii was accomplished

unfcati

hart one ot two advantage.--. Either Its old
china and mahogany, with its old hang¬
ings and rugs, must have been an inheri¬
tance mellowed ind «>.vbdued and enrichcd
by time and loving labor, or eise the fur¬
niture from attle to cellar must have been
selected and arranged according to a good
color s heme, by somebody who knew what
to buy and how to arrange what was
bought.
To me there is- breathless delight !n look¬

ing through the stores of exquisite china
and glass which are shown in the large
establishment* devoted to their sale. Noth¬
ing more charming than the dull opaque
and graceful shapes of articles from our
American potteries can one see though one
wander fiver the wide earth.
And the importations are as satisfying to

;h-- si use of Ixfouty as the domestic prod¬
ucts. One loses one's heart to I.lnioges,
.to itln si n. n end flowers painted with the
skill of the finest art. One adores the gold
leai laid on In bars and lines on a tea serv¬
ice for a bride. From a salad bowl to an
after-dinner coffee set. from a fairy-like
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by two young men named Michael Collins
and Walker Hammond, the two men escap¬
ing with Jti.IKH) taken from a messenger of
the Adams Express Company. But their
horses had carried them only a short dis¬
tance from the looted train when they
found themselves surrounded by the for¬
midable Renos, who had quietly watched
the robbery from a _?lace of concealment,
and now unceremoniously relieved the rob¬
bers of their plunder. Not content with
this, and as If to intimidate others from Mie
trespasses on their preserves, the Renos
used their Influence to nave their rivals
arrested for the crime by which they had
profited so little; and both were subsequent¬
ly tried, convicted and sentenced to long
terms In the Indiana penitentiary. The
Renos, meantime, although they were
known to have secured and kept the $tj-
OOo, were allowed to go unmolested, and
continued their depredations.
Up to this time the members of the Reno

gang had confined their operations for the
most part to Indiana; but now they began
to make themselves felt in Missouri, where
a number of daring crimes were commlt-

| ted, notably the lobbing of tfce county
treasurer's safe at Gallatin In Daviess
county. In this last act John Reno was
known to have been personally concerned,

i The case was placed in the hands of Allan
Plnkerton.
Mr. Pinkerton traced John Reno back to

Seymour, Ind., where the gang was so
strongly intrenched in the midst of cor¬
rupt officials and an Intimidated po.pulace
that any plan of open arrest was out of
the question. Recognising this. Allan Pin¬
kerton had recourse to the cunning of his
craft. He began by stationing In Seymour
a trustworthy assistant, who was instruct¬
ed, on a given day and at a given hour, to
decoy John Reno to tlio railroid station
on any preter.se that might suggest Itself
Then he arranged to have half a dozen Mis-
sourians. the biggest and most powerful
fellows he could find, led by the sheriff of
Daviess county, tioard an express train on

the Ohio and Mississippi railroad at Cin¬
cinnati. ar.d ride through to Seymour, ar¬
riving there at the time agreed upon with
his assistant. Along with them was to
be a constable bearing ill the papers nec¬
essary to execute a requisition.
When the train reachud Seymour there

was the usual crowd lounging about the
i station, and in It were John Reno and Mr.
J Pinkerton's li«:itenant, Who had entirely
succeeded In his task. While Reno was

I staring at the passengern as they left the
i train he was suddenly surrounded and
! seized by a dozen strong arms; and before
his friends could rally 'o his ail, or realize
what was happening. !te was clapped in

.irons, carried aboard tie t.rair, and soon

was rolling away to Missouri under ar-

rest.
Reno's fr'ends stoutly cantested the case

In tie Missouri courts, arguing that the
i prisoner had been kidnaped, and thHt the
law had therefore been violated by his
captors. The courts decided against them
on this point, however, and John Reno, with
several less Important members of the
gang, was tried and convicted. He was
sentenced 'o twenty-flve years of hard labor
in the Missouri penitentiary
This was the first br«ak in the ranks of

the band. the first Instance in which its
mcjnbrrs had suffered for their crimes. Rut
the bold spirit of the organization was still
unbroken. Three brothers still remained to
replaco tho one who was gone; and so far
from learning caution, the band launched
forthwith Into stlli mote ikiring and fre-
que.it i.Tenses. Trains were "held up"
rght and Left, rubterica wers committed.

STORIED
and early in IS'iS the gang made a famousraid across" the country through Indianaand Illinois, robbing safes in county treas¬
urers' offices in a number of places. Inseveral instances some of the members- we earrested; but they always managed to havethe prosecution quashed, or In some wayto escape conviction. In the spring of lKastheir operations became so bt/trageous andthe situation so serious that Allan Pinker- jton was again called upon.In March of this year Ujft.saleof the
county treasurer at Magnolia. Harrison
county. Iowa, was robbed of about $14,COO,and Allan Pinkerton detailed his son, Wil¬liam A. Pinkerton, and two-assistants to
run down the burglars. Arrived at the
scene of the robbery, the detectives foundthat the thieves had made their escape on
a hand car arid had K#ne In the discretionof Council Bluffs. At this time In CouncilBluffs there was a low saloon, kept by a
man who had formerly lived in Seymourand who was known as a bad character. It
was decided to keep a sharp watch on this
resort. After two days' wateh+ng, (he de¬
tectives observed a large man of dark com¬
plexion enter the saloon and ?ng igp- in close
conversation with the proprietor, havingwith him, evidently, some mysterious lrusl-
ness.
Investigation disclosed this man to be

Michael Rogers, a prominent and wealthycitizen of Council Bluffs, and the owner of
an extensive property In.the adjoining coun¬ties. Puzzled, but still persuaded that hehad found a clew, Mr. Pinkerton put a"shadow" on Kogers. and Slurried back toMagnolia, where he learned that on the daypreceding the robbery Rogers had been seenin Magnolia, where he had paid bis taxes Iand lu doing so had loitered for some time Iin the treasurer's office. This also looked !suspicious. But, on the otb-r hand, search
as ke might, the dt'twtive could ttnd r.oth- |lng against Rogers' character, every one
testifying to his entire respectability.Still unconvinced, Mr. Pinkerton returnedfo Council Bluffs, where he was Informed
by the man who had been "shadowing"Rogers that several strange men had. been
seen to enter Rogers' house, and had n>tbeen seen to come out again After.fourday* of patient waiting. Rogers, accom¬panied by three strangers, was seen toleave the house cautiously and take a Westbound train on tlie Pacific railroad. Oneof these men Mr. Pinkerton suspected wasFrank Reno. Feeling sure that if his sus¬picions were correct the men wou'd ulti¬mately return to Rogers' house, Mr.-Pin¬kerton did not follow them on th% train, butcontented himself with keeping .the strict¬est watch for their return. *

The very next morning the same four
men were discovered coming back to thehouse from the direction ol' the railroad.Bi t at that hour no train was due. andanother curious point was that they wereall covered with mud, and bore marks ofhaving been engaged In some severe, roughlabor. The hour was early, the dwelleraIn Council Bluffs were not yet astir. A lit¬tle later the city was thrown Into a fever '

of excitement by the news that the safe oftne county treasurer at Ulenwood, In Millscounty, about thirty n.IIes distant. hiQ beenrobbed the previous night.
No trace had yet been got of the thieves,but everything indicated that they were the

same men who had robbed the safe at Mag¬nolia. One remarkable point of similarityIn the two cases was the* means employedby the robbers in escaping, a hand car hav¬
ing been used al«> by (he Olenwood thieves;
and they, too, weie believed to vmv; tied
in the direction of Council Bluffs. Inves¬
tigation soon made this absolutely certain,for the missing hand car was found lyinsbeside the railroad a short distance from
the Council Bluffs station.
Putting these new disclosures beside his

previous suspicions and discover!** Mr.
Pinkerton was further strengthened in his
distrust of the man Kogers. and alt tough
the local authorities 10 wtorn he revealed
his suspicions. laugh< d at htm, .declaring
tliRL Rog> 3 was one of the most r<>spect-

able citizens of the stale, he resolved to
attempt an arrest. Proceeding to Rogers'
house with all tli" force : u could command.
lie placed a gu ird at front and rear, and
then, with a few attendants, made his wayinside. The first person he met wis Mr.
Rogers himself, who affected to be very"in¬
dignant at the intrusion.
"Who have you in this house?'' asked Mr.

Pinkerton.
"Nobody but my family," answered Mr.

Rogers.
"We'll see about that," answered Mr.

Pinkerton, and then, turning to his men,
he ordered them to search the premises.
They did so. and soon came upon the

three strangers, who were taken so com¬
pletely by surprise that they made no ef¬
fort at resistance. They were about to sit
down to breakfast, which was spread for
them in the kitchen. A comparison with
photographs and descriptions left no doubt
that one of the three was Frank Reno. A
second.a man of iJurk complexion, tali find
well built.proVed to be Albert Perkins, a
well-known member of the Reno gang. The
third was none other than toe notorious
Miles Ogle, the youngest member of the
band, who afterward came, to be known as
the most expert counterfeiter in the United
States.
While they were securing the four men

the detectives noticed that smoke was curl¬
ing out of the kitchen stove, accompanied
by a sudden blaze. Mr. Pinkerton pulled
off the lid, and found on the coals several
packages of bank notes, already on tire.
Fortunately, the notes had been so tightly
wrapped together that only a few of them
were destroyed before the packages were
^jot out. Those that remained were after¬
ward identified as the money that had been
stolen from the Glenwood safe. There was
thus no question that these were the rob¬
bers s< long sought for. A further search
of the house brought to light two sets of
burglars' tools, which served as cumula¬
tive evidence.
The men were carried to Glenwood by the

next train. They were met by a great and
excited crowd, and for a time were in dan-
ger of lynching Better counsel^ prevailed,
however, and they were placed In the jail
to await trial.
With the men in secure, safe custody,

there was no doubt of their jptirrrate con¬
viction, and every one was breathing easier
at the thought that at last the ~Retio gang
was robbed of its terrors. Then suddenly.
no one will ever know how it JTUppeneiJ.
the prisoners made their escape. Great was
the surprise and chagrin of the sheriff of
Mills county, when, on the mjrning of
April 1, 1W>S, he entered the jail, only to
tind their cells empty. A big hole sawed
through the wall told by what way they
had made their exit. They left behind the
mocking salutation: "April Foot," scrawled
In chalk over the floors and walls of the
jail.
A large reward was offered for the cap¬

ture of the robbers, but nothing was heard
of them until two months later, .when an
express car on the Ohio and Mississippi rail¬
road was boarded at Marshfleld, ind., by a
gang of masked men. and robbed of |!M,000.
l ne messenger made a brav'e resistance, but
could not cope with the robbers, who lifted
him bodily and hurled Mm out of the car,
down a steep embankment, while, the train
was running at high speed.
All the facts in the case pointed to the

Reno brothers as the uuthors of this out¬
rage, for t-.y frequent repetition their meth¬
ods of robbery had become familiar. Allan
Pinkerton. furthermore, obtained precise
evidence that it was the work of the Renos
from secret agents whom he had stationed
at Seymour to watch the doings of the
gang. Two of these agent/* engaged ap¬
parently in business at Seymour, one set¬
ting up as a saloonkeeper in a rnugh part
of the town, another taking railroad em¬
ployment, which kept him constantly near
the station. A third made a wide ac¬
quaintance by passing for a gambler and
general good fellow. So succewjful were
they that Allan Pinkerton was st»>n in pos¬
session of facts proving not onlj that the
Marshfleld robbery had been committed by
the Renos, but that another train robbery
v^irlch followed was executed by John
organization. Moore, GfTroll and Sparks
and three others, all members of the Reno
organization. Moore, Gerrill and Sparks
were arrested shortly after, and placed on a
train to be taken from S.ymour to Brown-

stone, the count> seat. Hut they never
reached their destination. As 1 he train
.'"tupped it a small station some miles fromlirownstone i band of masked men, well
armed, rushed on board, overpowered theofficers, hurried the three outlaws awayto a neighboring farm yard, and tiiere
strung them up to a beech tree.
This was the first act of retributive jus¬tice done by the secret vigilance committee

of southern Indiana, an organization us
extraordinary as the situation it was cre¬
ated to deal wit*!. The entire population
of that part of Indiana seemed to have
risen in self-defense to crush out lawless¬
ness. A second act followed several days
later, when three other men who had been
concerned in the latest train robbery, hav¬
ing been captured by the county officials,
were taken from their hands and con¬
demned to the same fate as their compan¬
ions. Bach one, as ho was about to be
swung off, was asked by the maskers if
he had anything to say. The first two shook
nheir heads su'.lenly, and died without
speaking. The third, standing on a barrel
with the rope around his neck. looked over
the crowd with contemptuous bravado, and.
addressing them as a lot of "moss-back
hoosiers," said he was glad he was not
of their class, and was proud to die as a
good republican. The barrel was kicked
away, the rope stiffened with his weight,
aYid there ends the career of the sixth
member of the band.
Hard times followed for the surviving

Renos. Realizing that their power was
broken, they fled in various directions.
The three brothers, Frank, William and
"Sim," though still at large, were not left
long to enjoy their liberty. A large price
was placed on their heads, aid betrayal
came quickly. William and "Slnt" were ar¬
rested soon after in Indianapolis, and
turned over to the local "authorities, who,
in order to avoid the vigilance committee,
took the prisoners to New Albany. In an
adjoining county, where they were placed
in jail.
The vigilance committee growing stronger

and more determined every day, now
scoured the whole country for other mem¬
bers of the band or for persons believed to
be in sympathy with it. They literally
¦went on the "war path" through this whole
region of Indiana, and it went ill with any
poor wretch who incurred their suspicion.
Uke the "Whitecaps" of a later day, they
sent warnings to all who came on their
blacklist, and administered by night, some¬
times by day. such promiscuous floggings
and other forms of punishment that the
tough and criminal element of the region
was entirely cowed, and feared to raise a
hand in defense of the Renos, as it had
previously done. Up to the time the vigi¬
lance committee was formed not a mem¬
ber of the Reno gang had been convicted in
that locality, largely because the people
were afraid to testify against them. They
knew that if they should testify, their
stock would be killed, their barns burned,
and they themselves waylaid and beaten.
This was the reason offered for the forma¬
tion ot the vigilance committee of southern
Indiana. Whether a justification or not,
the committee must certainly be credited
with having rid the state of a monstrous
evil.
In the excitement of other events'the Pin-

kertons hail not forgotten the men who had
escaped from the. Glenwood jail. They fi¬
nally traced Miles Ogle and Albert Perkins
to Indianapolis, and there Ogle was cap¬
tured, but Perkins escaped. Frank Reno
was discovered a little later at Windsor,
Can , where he was living with Charles
Anderson, a professional burglar safe
blower and "short card" gambler, who had
fled to Canada to escape prosecution. Reno,
operating with Anderson, made a practice
of registering as "Frank Going." if the en¬
terprise In which he wa i engaged was pros¬
pering. and as "Frank Coming" if it was
not prospering.
He and Anderson were now arresto«l on

the charge of robbery and of assault with
intent to kill, in the case of the express
messenger hurled from his car at Marsh-
tlcid. Ind. Under this form their offense
became extraditable, and after a long trial
before the stipendiary or government mag¬
istrate, Gilbert McMicken, at Windsor, the
:men were ordered for extradition. Aided
by the ablest lawyers, they carried their
case, however, to the highest court in
Canada. But the decision of the lower

vase to a goblet ^ lor th» tiec'ar of the
gods, there is something to enchant th>> eye
and bewitch tile .1 ,i;:v,ciit of womankind.
To walk through a is'. between splendors
of out glass and crystal is to get a re-iilz-
lng sense of th" dreams of ei: hrintment
in the Arabian Nights. Xo luxury of the
past, no matter how gorgeous, has h.-en at
ali comparable to th" sumptuous luxury of
this magnificent ag** f ours.
Of course, dear lady, if you c>n ..fl" .rd It

you will have in y ur house whatever
makes It more agreeable to your If. but
unless you have a deep .purse do not fancy
when you buy antiques from a dealer that
you are getting hold or' the reai thing, for
you may be wasting «»hek»Is which it cost
your husband hours of toil to < irn. Only
an expert can detect the .liffi ren* e be¬
tween some ancient secretaries, sofas, and
clocks and the extremely close and si; . .-ss-
ful modern reproduction. There are fac¬
tories in tills country which turn out Queen
Anne furniture by the carload. Your home
will look just as pretty and be just as at¬
tractive with the modern imitation as with
the genuine article, and your amount to the
good will be larger if you are satisfied with
buying straight from the factories.

*
* *

About all china, not oid china particularly
nor new, if your heart is set on it and you
want to keep it from breakage and loss,
you must take care of it yourself. Hired
hands cannot be trusted with fragile cups
and saucers. The peasant \< iraan who" has
been, brought up in a cabin where a .skillet
and a spoon or two and some wooden,*>o<wls
completed the stock of household utensils
can nc-ver learn how daintily and ileli itely

court was affirmed, and in Oe r. lSfW,
the iron were surrendered into t!." lands
of Allan Pinkerton. who was del. gated by
!ho United Slates government to receive
them.
Michael Rogers was also discovered to be

in Windsor at this time, and lie was known
to have had a hand in the Marshfield roh-
be'y, but iie escaped arrest, and remained
securely in Windsor for a year or two.
Later, though, lie reached the penitentiary,
being brought to grief by a burglary done
at Tolono, 111. On coming out, he joined
the notorious McCartney gang of counter¬
feiters, and iiad many narrow escapes,
At last secure of Reno and Anderson, Al¬

lan Pinkerton chartered a tug to carry
them to Cleveland, and thus avoid the
friends who, as lie had reason to know,
were waiting across the river in Detroit to
efTect a rescue. When the tug had gone
about twenty miles. It was run down by
a large steamer and sunk, the passengers,
including the prisoners, being saved from
drowning with the greatest difficulty. The
prisoners were carried on to Cleveland by
another boat, and from there were hurried
on by rail to New Albany, where they were
placed in jail along with "Sim" and Wil¬
liam Reno.
The final passage in the histoy of the

Reno gang occurred about a month later,
in the latter part of November. 1NB8. when
one day a passenger car was dropped oft
at Seymour, Ind.. some distance from the
station. There was nottiing remarkable in
this, nor did the car attract any attention.
That night a train passing through Seymour
took up the car and drew it away. A few
people about the station when the car was
taken up remembered afterward that this
car was filled with strange-looking men,
who -yore Scotch cap& and black cloth
masks, and seemed to be under the com¬
mand of a. tall, dark-haired man addressed
by every one as "No. 1." Although there
were at least fiftj of these men, it is a re¬
markable fact, developed in a subsequent
Investigation, that the conductor of the
train could remember nothing about the In¬
cident. declaring that he did not enter the
car, and knew nothing of Its being attached
to his train. It Is certain that the com¬
pany of masked men did everything in their
power to avoid attention, scarcely speaking
to one another during the ride and making
all their movements as noiseless as pos¬
sible.
The train reached New Albany at 2

o'clock in the morning. The car was de-
;aehed. and was presently emptied of its
fifty men as silently and mysteriously as
it had been filled. A fe>w hurried com¬
mands were given by "No. 1," and then the
company marched in quiet order tc the jail.
Arrived there,' they summoned the jailer to
open the doors, but were met with a firm
refusal and the shining barrel of a revolver
There followed an exchange of shots, in
which the sheriff received a ball in the
arm, and two local police officers were cap¬
tured. Without loss of time the jail doors
were battered down; the company entered,
and taking the three Reno brothers and their
friend Charles Anderson, from their cells,
placed nooses that they had ready around
the men's necks, and hung them to the raf¬
ters In the corridors of the jail. Then, hav¬
ing locked the doors of the jail, leaving the
prisoners secure, they made their way si¬
lently back to the New Albany station,
reaching there in time to catch the train
that drew out at 3:.''.0 a.m. The same spe¬
cial car In which they had come was

coupled to this train, and dropped off at
the switch when Seymour was reached.
This was just before daybreak on a dreary
Novenvber naming
Who these-fifty men were was never dis¬

covered, although, because of the fact that
Reno and Anderson had been extradited
fi»m Great Britain, the general govern¬
ment made an Investigation. It was ru¬

mored, however, and generally understood,
that the company included aome of the most
prominent people In Seymour, among others
a number of railroad anu express employes.
It was found that at th* time of the lynch¬
ing all thfe telegraph wires leading from
New Albaiy had been <;ut, so that it was
noon o fthjei following dny before the coun¬
try learned of it. '¦
The newspapers described the leader of 1

the party as a man of unusual stnture. who <

wore a handsome diamond ring on the lit- J

tie finger of his right hand. loiter some £

significance was attached to the fact that t

.
to look after egg-shell plate*. nor can *h«
understand the pang that goes to tli* very
soul of its owner when a beautiful dish la
chlppcd or cracked Pope'* famous line.
"Mistress of herself though china, fall,"
strikes un echo of response In every fem¬
inine breast If one h*s achieved that de¬
gree of self-control that she can sit un¬
moved and refrain from scolding or com¬
plaint when she hears a ~rosh In the kitch¬
en she Is almost entitled to the haio of a
saint.
In the face of the great calamities and

disasters that sometimes come upon a
home, wrecking It and blotting out the sun¬
shine from a circle of loved ones, the frac¬
ture of an elegant cup or vase Is very llt-
tle. But we do not always remember this,
nor do wc keep what we ought most to try
for In life, an even mind amid little things
and great A scratch on the furniture or a

broken cup seems very trivial on the day
that a ship goes down at sea and carries a

dear one with ll. We need more and more,
all of us, lo take lessons In the true valu¬
ation* of life, and less should we pin our af¬
fections to things which Are or flood or

careless handling or any sudden heedless¬
ness may ruin.

CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS.

Training the Young Idea to Shoot in
Dominion of Canada.

From Ro*oar*M»«.
In a word, the farmer's children have

been given the advantages of t io high
school.
As President Creelman of the Ontario

Agricultural College ha* pointed out. the
system undoubtedly I?, from a standpoint
of dollar'? and cents, more expensive, for
the first few years at least; but the rural
ratepayer has it to decide for himself
whether he would rather pay five dollars
more per year and m Tire tor his boy or

girl such increased bent-tits as the consoli¬
date d school can give, or leave them in the
hands of an inexperienced girl teacher who
perhaps does her best in a little one-room¬
ed school, without facilities of demonstra¬
tion of kind
One of the most important features of

the.*e schoon Is the > hool garden, where
practical farm science Is taught In a prac¬
tical way. Such gardens art? not, how ver#
confined to the consolidated schools, but
are now being kept In conn« 'tion with a
number of the more progressive «listrict
schools in various parts of the country.
They are usually from two to three acres
in area, divided into experimental and in¬
dividual plots f«»r each of the pupils, rang¬
ing in -iz<' from v<x t« »-t square to six by
ten or even twenty.
The general p an of Ia>ing out e;i di gar¬

den involves (1) a belt of native trees and
shrubs surrounding the grounds. hi*If*
atc playfleld for the boys; {'.<) a lawn bor¬
dered with .shade trees for the girls, (i) a
shaded'walk each for boy- and ki'Js, about
a hundred yards lon>?: <"»» .* 11 attractive ap¬
proach to the school, consisting chiefly of
a piece of open hiwn. with shrubs and flow¬
ers on either side; <»'.> a suitable reserva¬
tion for individual and class plots; (7) an
orchard plot or border; is) a forest plot In
which th» chief native tret s are grown
from the seed.
The ordinary range of vegetables and a

se]c tion of flowering plants are grown in
tiiese gardens, the pupils ihemseives fur¬
nishing the necessary w«»rk. In the larg¬
est schools two hours tch week are found
sufficient for the gulden work, and one
hour in the smaller, in both cases under
tl»H supervision of the teacher or a special
instructor. The school garden serve* a
double purpose, since it not only provides
the most practical form of nature study
hut acts as a valuable incentive in the gen¬
eral school work. It is no uncommon sight
during the summer season to see a pub'leschool in session out-of-doors, not with
s'ate and pencil but with hoe or shovel.
The pupils thoroughly enjoy it. Tn\v aro
allowed the proceeds of their plots as their
own property and in addition may take
home the plants left over from thinning
out. The class plots are r«-<er\vd as a source
ot revenue for the school and as a supply,in some cases, for the school lunches.
These larger plots are for experimental pur¬
poses and sometimes yield partIcularly tine
crops. Not a few of the prizes at some of
the county fairs have been won by the ex¬
hibits *rom school gardens.

Proof of the Pudding.
r.oni the Boston Transcript.
Little Girl.'Tle.ise, sir, mamma sent me

hack with tills castlle soa;/ and s-.js lo t»ll
you it won't raise a lather."
Grocer (examining: suhst ire. -"Let me

see. Didn't you buy this the other (layTDiiln 't you buy .«onr>" cheese and some soaptogether? This isn't the soap."Little Girl (light i»r iking In) -"Oh-oh!Then that's what made the ra.'bit taste sofunny last night!"

a well-known railroad etli. i il who answeredthis description as to stature and who al¬
ways wore a handsome <ii ttnond i ins pre¬vious to the lynching, ceased to wear hl»
ring for several years afterward.
After the execution of the Reno brothers

there were threats and muttering* of re¬
prisals from allies or surviving members
of the gang. But these latter were not
heard again after the third day after the
execution, when the people of Seymour,
on leaving their homes, were startled to
see on the walls and In other publl . place#
large posters proclaiming that if any prop¬
erty was Injured or destroyed, or any per¬
sons molested or assaulted, or if there was
any further talk in regard to recent hap¬
penings, some twenty-five persons therein
frankly named, who were known to ba
sympathizers with the Renos or to be more
or less Intimately connected with them, had
better beware. John Keno, after serving
fifteen years In the Missouri penitentiary,
was released, and went on the o.d farm.

VALUE OF DEAD LEAVES.

Reported to Be Rich In Nitrogenous
Oontenta

Consul Goldschmidt of Nantes furnishes
a report containing facts that will be In¬
terest Inf.- to our agricultural Interests. The
value of dead leaves, compared with ordi¬
nary manure, has been the subject of scien¬
tific test, and the results are given by the
consul. He writes:
"A great part of the suburban population

of this city Is engaged in gardening, and
especially in the cultivation of early veg¬
etables. For many years use has been
made of the dead leaves which fall from
the trees In the autumn, and when such
can be obtained by the small farmers they
are eagerly gathered and employed as fer¬
tilizers or to cover certain plants during
the coldest winter months. Frequently these
leaves are first used as bedding for cattle
and horses, and the manure thus obtained
is considered much richer than that of ordi¬
nary straw.
"A writer in the Phare de la Loire shows,

In a table Just published, the relative fer¬
tilizing value of certain kinds of leaves,
most of which are rich In nitrogenous con¬
tents and consequently good as fertilizers.
According to this writer the following are
the contents of nitrogen of some of the
leaves after their fall in autumn: Pear,
1.8C per cent; oak. 1.18; poplar, .75; beech.
.78; locust, .72; elm. .73; vine, .35.
"An examination of the fertilizing value

of the dead leaves compared with that of
ordinary manure shows the following re
suits: Forty-four pounds of peai leaves.
80 pounds of poplar, 51 pounds of peach, 8;i
pounds of locust, 8*2 pounds of elm and 174
pounds of vine, respectively, are equal In
nitrogen to 100 pounds of manure.
"An inteiesting and valuable table might

be established showing the fertilizing value
of the various leaves from American trees,
particularly when it is cons.dered that In
the United States such leaves are easily ob¬
tainable by the farmers, who are generally
owners of some woodland where the leaves
might he gathered at will, which is not the
case in Kurope, where forests are genera.ly
either the property of the state or of some
individual park preserves.

Rat Hunts In Favor in England.
From the Locdon ExpreM.
Rat catching as a pastime is fast bound-

tig into popularity. It Is claimed J>y the
«any fresh devotees of this ipeculiar hobby
hat it provides esclterncnt and sport, while
is its aim is the extinction of vermin Its
jsefulness Is beyond question.
Mr. H. F. Wllloughhy OlwmUll, a stock

)ioker, and a party of friends, with the as¬
sistance of four dogs, bagged ninety-two
.ttts on Saturday, and nearly as many dur-
ng the preceding week. The sport is gen-
tral all over the county of Surrey, and. the
lervlces of those who follow the pastime
ire In requisition In »il rat infested quar-
«n.


